ITEMS OF INTEREST

The ovanall impressicn on ogan ng tha
southnam Rol Model Box i3 ong of gquolity
Tha 2300 ckass moadal come neathy ooacked
n O stout cardboand Do, with g wamranty
cand, ossambly UIC-JI":ITI and port numbar

Ao 1o mainiain vae model and aparate
tva ESU DICC decodar, The model itsalf is
packaped in the now-familiar clear ploshc
wiap-oround shroud, Small sechons of Dleck
lcarm sip bahing the handrails o supgan
treasa mona-fragie parts during shipping

The modals folivw o fomillor constnection
pattesn, with plastic shells that atfoches
oviesl O sepants mechanism. A& cenhrally
rrourdid S-poles motor drives unherscl con
pings to dive ol six oxles. The result b o smoofh unning and very quiet
MR NEEMm ':|C-".|l:'l datals vany appropriotady for the differant Jauges ]
l"ICl.JilI'IQ FROmowel 500G of Trea sidetnamses for the 3°6 EOUDE ver-
sion. Boge and undediome details are very nedat, with free-standing
piping and vary crisphy-cost suioce deiall

Trwa ERshC shells ore Q0 exiramely well-Oatoilac riles and vents ore
naatty cost, ond the roof-mounted fane feoturs sas-through I.'r|"|-E'5 with
fan biade datail undameoth. The Fandnis are gready mounted 1o
thie model, ond ang porticulany ine and sraight

e paind schame is neally applied, and safaly plocad and afher
oy arp printed cleanhy Many of the coutiors con be easily reod
unoar o magnifing gloss. such s e Quolity of he pintimg!

Wa tasted both o 16.5mm gauge version In maroon “Broncos” Iery
ond a 12mm gaugs "Donana scheme” wersion We storfed by running
o koood on radiional” direct curent. Baolh samples run smodtily
o ralatively skowhe ardd mesponded snoolfly Fom oboul 3 valls
treough fo 12 volts. Bectical pick up s provided from al 12 wheels, 5o
tre lccomofieas should run smoothly even oonoss comiplex trockwork

Directonal lighfing B nciuded for both medels. The heodlight comes
on kor the sslached dinschion of running. and clossicarion kghts switch
from red to white depending on the directicn of froval. The cab and
rumiber boands ang alsc neaily §F, Thae lights don't aopecr fo recehe
a constant woltoge. and giow Dnghtar as fhe locomotive s spaed
NCTesss

The 12mm gauge sompls engine was equipped with on E5U Loksound
decodar hat includes Southam Rail’s "Sound of Power”. This feahuns
aliws e throtile krab 1o Be switched using Tunclion-5, fo Sonfngl fhe
tempo of the diesel angine sound rather than tha engine's soeed. A
morg-gapenanced cpenator - propably on O longer strefch of loyout
than owr fest frack - con use this feature o smulote ow profotype
ooomoiives "natch™ the desal angine up Of down it prepanaticon for
chonges in speed and lood

Thig ESU decocher aff@ars wary nice prolohyoical sounds, from the throb
af the diesal angine, o selection of homs you can chaosa to match
the particulor "donar iboomotive's agquipmant, and effechs such o8
Ay L'I'-'Zﬁl.-l'“g R, Couplar closh ond air Droke sygham noises

A neat feature of e scund decodear B 0 wolume conbel LISITRD) TUMC-
ficn-1. This allows fhe operdion to cycke theough e différent wolume
lrvils without the need 1o rescrt 1o changing CVs on the decodar
n o busy opanating sassion with multipke loocomotives MAANG anoLUInd
this is sure o De O comveniant feahure T MCma5e D:Cl.-QI'C-J"l: Nose

The Southern Rol Modats 2300 closs @R locomaotives should peovida
refiabie and goodHooking power or modern-moage modalans, o fhe
pretotypas hona oo the Suesrsiand neheork

.'.-'l\..'"Ei:.:I'h 'ﬁ'll"':.ll..' SoUrsd] Ol Sneceic :Il.:ll::" ar a rEcomimeanci] orice of
S350 soumd-aquippad versions ara SEY. Thaesa enginas os agual in
datal, equipment and operatiocn fo any curnent ready-fo-run diesal
modets - they ame Smply supart.  Sovin Hince




ITEMS OF INTEREST

GIUEENSLAND RAILWAYS/AURIZON 2300 CLASS LOCOMOTIVE
HO Scale, available in 12mm and 16.5mm gauge
SOUTHERN RAIL MODELS

Available to order directly or via hobby shops

www. southernrailmodeals.cam.au

The current crop of 12-wheel diesel electric locomotives of tha
ueansland Rallways (ond 15 various corporafe sSucCessors) ongi-
nate from 1969, with the release of the 1550-class engines. Over time,
these 1650-horsepower engines were joined by similar designs com-
prising the 2400, 2450 and 2470 classes.

Like grandfather's axe, the engines in thesa closses have evolved
significantly, with air conditioners gradually becoming standard
equipment in &usensiand s warm climate. Other significant changes
include equipping the engines with controls for driveronly opera-
tion; some engines also received enlarged cabs to improve crew
cormfort,

In 1997 a further re-building program commenced, converting
angines from each of the different series. Modifications included the
fitting of a turbo charger that odded 50% to the power rating, and
a &R "Maxl Cab”. The changes were deemed sufficient to warrant
re-classifying the upgraded engines as the new “2300 class”.

Over time, some 40 engines joined the 2300 class, although depar-
tures also include seven locomotives sent to Western Australia
between 2007 and 2011, becoming the WAGR "DFL" closs.

Over time the 2300 class have been assigned to much of the
eueansland network, both on standard gauge and 3'4° lines. The
program of modifications has confinued also, with a tollet enclo-
sure added from 2008 at the rear of the engine canopy, under the
radiators. The end handraills were also revised o accommodate the
axtandad hood length. Larger  7200-litre fusl tanks were also fitted,
togethwer with revisions fo the traction management systerms.

Changes to the operation of Queensland’s rail system has meant
thvat the 2300 class have appeared In a wide range of lverles, includ-
ing the 2005 QR National livery, the ‘banana’ vellow scheme, and
a maroon scheme salufing the Brisbane Broncos rugby team. The
angines have also baan re-lettered for the private operator, Aurizon.

Southern Rail offer HO scale models of the 2300 class in both 16.5mm

istandard gauge and 12mm narmow gauge. Specific detalls and col-

our schameas are pravided to faithfully depict individual members of
the closs. These detail variafions include the follet compartrnant and
axtendad hood; the arangement of fans and cooling equipment;
air conditioners and grille enclosures. Together with options for DCC
and sound, nd kess than 17 different variations are availablel Each
variafion has been producad In limited numbears, and soma have
disappeaared quickly.




